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Reading rate or fluency

Word reading accuracy

Who is it for? Students who are struggling to learn to read. 
What is it? The Orton-Gillingham Approach teaches the connections between sounds and letters. 
It is a multisensory approach incorporates visual, auditory and kinesthetic methods to connect language with letters and words.
Instruction is done in small groups.  
It is a highly structured program that teaches skills in a specific order. 
The Orton-Gillingham Approach
DSM-5: symptoms that have persisted for at least 6 months, despite interventions: 
· Slow and effortful word reading 
· Reads words aloud incorrectly or slowly and hesitantly
·  Frequently guess words 
· Has difficulty sounding out words
The learning difficulties are not better accounted for by intellectual disabilities, other mental or neurological disorders, lack of proficiency in the language of academic instruction, or inadequate educational instruction.



· 
Phonological Awareness

The theory with the most evidence suggests that decoding and word reading difficulties are caused by a deficit in phonological processing and therefore interventions are based on phonological awareness skills. 

Phonological awareness skills: 
1. Rhyming
2. Syllable division
3. Sound Discrimination
4. Phoneme Isolation
5. Sound Manipulation [image: ]
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Evidence-Based Interventions

· The Herman Approach (Herman, 1993) 
· The Slingerland Approach (Slingerland & Aho, 1996) 
· The Spalding Method (Spalding & Spalding, 1990) 
· Starting Over (Knight, 1995) 
· Project Read (Enfield & Greene, 1997) 
· Alphabetic Phonics (Cox, 1992)
·  The Dyslexia Training Program (DTP) 
· The Wilson Approach (Wilson, 1996) 
· Project ASSIST (Biasotto, 1993) 
· Explode the Code

Studies that cited positive outcomes for OG and OG-based instruction reported positive results for word reading, word attack/decoding and comprehension. 
Positive effects were reported for first-grade children in general education classrooms, for elementary children at risk for or identified with reading disabilities and served in public schools, and elementary-age children in clinical settings. 
(Ritchey & Goeke, 2006)
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